
Dear Friends and Neighbors:
I’m happy to report that the Second Regular Session of the 130th Legislature saw more of a return to normalcy 
than last year. We conducted our business in the Senate Chamber for the entire session, while our committee work 
continued remotely until hybrid rules were adopted in March.
It was a busy session as well. In all, the Legislature’s 16 joint standing committees, outside of Appropriations and 
Financial Affairs (AFA), considered 776 bills and papers this session. Meanwhile, AFA was tasked with working through 
the Governor’s $1.22 billion supplemental budget, one of the largest mid-cycle revenue increases in recent memory.
The amount of the supplemental budget was approximately a quarter of our annual budget, largely due to record 
collections and increased forecasts in both income and sales tax revenue. This allowed Republicans to fulfill several 
priorities we’ve focused on the past few years, including our “Give it Back” initiative.
Republicans proposed and gained passage of a measure to send $729 million back to Maine taxpayers. Checks of 
$850 began arriving in June to those eligible; and they will continue to be sent through at least October 31, which is 
the filing deadline for those who haven’t yet filed a 2021 Maine individual income tax return.
These excess funds belong to you. I supported the effort to return money to all taxpayers and believe it is important to 
give it back rather than implement a new government-funded program. In order to effect long-term changes, however, 
major tax reform continues to be a priority of mine. Although I believe the Legislature didn’t go far enough, we were 
able to pass a measure to increase the retirement income exclusion to help stem the outmigration of seniors to other 
states that do not tax retirement income.
After many years of advocating for more funding for Maine’s nursing homes and direct care workers, including 
$123 million in last year’s budget, Republicans were able to negotiate an additional $40.5 million more through the 
supplemental budget to cover cost of living adjustments to 125% of minimum wage. This will assist facilities with 
inadequate staffing levels that continue to plague the industry.
We also funded 600 additional Section 63 Home Based Care slots to help seniors who need assistance to stay in their 
homes and funding was provided to save the Maine Veterans’ Homes in Caribou and Machias from closure.
I was also proud to support: property tax relief for those aged 65 and over who have owned their home for at least 
10 years; a one-time cost of living adjustment for 36,000 state retirees; $100 million for infrastructure that eliminated 
the need for a bond issue; an expanded Educational Opportunity Tax Credit to benefit more of Maine’s students; and 
funding to strengthen our child welfare ombudsman's office as we work through the issues regarding Child Protective 
Services.
As we close out this year’s session, it has been my great honor to serve you; I want 
to thank you for the opportunity to do so. If you need assistance with a state-related 
matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.
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An effort that began last year to 
make the legislative process more 
accessible to the public has culminated 
in the move of all video streaming to 
the Legislature’s website. I feel this is 
an important development because 
providing the public access and the 
ability to participate is how your voice 
is heard.

Since last year, YouTube has served 
as the primary streaming platform for 
all committee and Legislative Council 
meetings. Now the streaming of 
those videos will join the Senate and 
House chamber video streams that 
had already been available on the 
Legislature’s website for years.

The move will allow quicker access 
and archiving similar to the chamber 
videos and will ensure continued public 
access to the legislative process. It is 
also expected to be less cumbersome 
since integration with an external 
platform is no longer necessary.

The change, which took effect June 6, 
will affect all committee meetings from 
that date forward. The new streaming 
is accessible the same way as audio 

via the Legislature’s Meeting Calendar 
(legislature.maine.gov/calendar) or 
Committee Information (legislature.
maine.gov/committee) pages on the 
website. Those who wish to view a 
meeting video prior to that date can still 
find those on the Legislature’s YouTube 
channel, which is accessible at 
youtube.com/c/MaineStateLegislature. I was happy to welcome the Lisbon High School 

Cheering Team to the State House in April. We 
recognized them for their 2021-2022 Class C 
State Championship. 

It was an honor to support the confirmation of 
then-District Court Judge Rick E. Lawrence to 
the state's highest court in April. His Senate 
confirmation as an Associate Justice of the 
Maine Supreme Judicial Court was unanimous.

I spoke with Leavitt Area High School student-
athletes about the Senate Chamber and some 
of our traditions and customs. The sports the 
student-athletes represented that day included 
golf, field hockey and cross country. 

One of the greatest honors I had during the 
130th Legislature was serving as the Senate 
Republican Leader, which involved leading a 
great team of colleagues, including the ones 
pictured above in this photo taken during one of 
our mid-day meetings during the session.

Following an unspeakable tragedy that 
affected not only the Turner community 
but also impacted people across the 
State, I submitted legislation in an 
attempt to give law enforcement greater 
authority when confronting people with 
mental health challenges. I invited a 
group of stakeholders to get together 
and discuss how law enforcement 
officers could better protect citizens 
when faced with individuals who are on 
the verge of or in the midst of a mental 
health crisis while at the same time not 
infringe on individuals’ rights – a very 
difficult balance to strike.

 While this bill was being deliberated, 
another measure was enacted, Public 
Law 377, which lowered the standard 

for an officer to take someone into 
protective custody if that person poses 
a likelihood of serious harm. Within 
months of the passage of this new 
law, hundreds of people were brought 
to hospitals instead of being left on 
their own to potentially cause harm to 
themselves or others.

I believe this is a step forward in the 
right direction; and I look forward to 
continuing to work with public safety 
personnel, community health clinics, 
mental health service organizations, 
disability rights groups, hospitals and 
more to enhance behavioral health 
services and assist law enforcement 
officers to better protect Maine 
residents.

A bill I sponsored that led to a great 
deal of committee discussion was 
LD 796, “An Act To Restrict Sales of 
Catalytic Converters Removed from 
Motor Vehicles.” Public testimony 
enlightened many legislators to 
the increasing problem of catalytic 
converter theft. 

The Transportation Committee 
deliberated over several work sessions 
to craft the final language, which put 

penalties in place for individuals who 
steal catalytic converters, requires 
vehicle dealers to engrave an 
identification number into converters 
and creates a legal framework for 
selling, purchasing, removing and 
disposing of converters.

The measure ultimately passed the 
Senate and House of Representatives 
without opposition and was signed into 
law.

Guided by Maine’s Constitution, 
reapportioning the State’s 
congressional, legislative and county 
commission districts occurs every 10 
years. Taking into account population 
shifts, each district should serve an 
equal number of constituents.

The members of the bipartisan 
Apportionment Commission worked 
swiftly through pandemic challenges 
and presented the Legislature with 
a measure, LD 1936, to codify these 
new districts. It was unanimously 
approved by both the Senate and 
House of Representatives.

To see how this change affects you, 
visit maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/apport/.

TRAGEDY YIELDS CHANGE FOR THOSE IN CRISES

CURBING CATALYTIC CONVERTER THEFTS

REDISTRICTING

MEETING VIDEO NOW STREAMING ON WEBSITE



I was happy to welcome foster parent Melanie 
Blair and her son to Ricker Hill Farms in Turner. 

Taking care of those in need is a large part of an 
elected official's role. Here we're seen collecting 
food donations for a local food bank just before 
Christmas, which helped feed thousands of 
Mainers before and after the holidays.

Getting out in the district and seeing my 
constituents is one of my favorite activities. 
Here I'm having breakfast with Maine State Hall 
of Fame baseball players, all of whom played in 
the '50s and '60s. Back then, I was the bat boy.

I spoke at a press conference, along with 
Sen. Bill Diamond (far left), in May to bring 
awareness to the issues surrounding the Maine 
Office of Child and Family Services. The rally 
also featured other speakers ranging from foster 
parents to families impacted from these issues.

There were several measures 
introduced this session that would have 
amounted to either new or increased 
taxes for Maine residents. The most 
concerning of those to me was LD 1337, 
the so-called “Camp Tax” bill. Those 
behind the bill wanted to tax vacation 
homes, camps that have been passed 
down for generations, second homes 
and other structures not considered a 
full-time, primary residence.

Another was LD 1744, which would 
have essentially taxed pet food by 

charging the food’s manufacturers 
additional fees for the privilege to just 
distribute cat and dog food in the state. 
With fuel costs already driving up pet 
food prices, I believe this would have 
driven prices higher. The fees were 
removed from that bill.

One of the most alarming issues for 
me since I first came to the Legislature 
has been the number of child fatalities 
across the state. The Office of Child 
and Family Services (OCFS) said 29 
Maine children died in 2021, marking 
the deadliest year on record since 
tracking began in 2007.

What’s more disturbing is that the 
vast majority, or 27 of the 29 deaths, 
had a Child Protective Services history 
before or during the child’s life, even 
when the cause of death was natural, 
accidental, by suicide or undetermined. 
That raised a lot of red flags.

At the direction of the Legislature’s 
bipartisan Government Oversight 
Committee (GOC), of which I am 
a member, our Office of Program 
Evaluation and Government 

Accountability (OPEGA) was tasked to 
investigate OCFS. We have received 
two reports thus far and a third one is 
scheduled this fall.

What OPEGA found in its latest report 
is that caseworkers are overworked 
and often don’t have the required 
time to complete full investigations 
to effectively assess children’s 
safety. They also recommended that 
management do an evaluation of 
after-hours work requirements and 
expectations currently placed on 
caseworkers to avoid burnout.

GOC is charged with holding our 
Executive Branch accountable, and 
this is a non-partisan issue that needs 
to be addressed. We will continue our 
work throughout the rest of the year to 
do so.

Last year, 14 bills involving a 
governor’s emergency powers were 
heard before the Joint Standing 
Committee on State and Local 
Government. Nearly 400 submissions 
of written testimony overwhelmingly 
favored passing the various measures 
that would have amended current 
statutes to limit the duration of states of 

emergency and seek the Legislature's 
approval to extend them. 

All of the bills were voted out of 
the Committee as Ought Not To 
Pass along straight party lines, with 
Republicans supporting them and 
Democrats voting against them. 

I believe the issue will likely come up 
again in the 131st Legislature.

TAX ISSUES DEBATED DURING SESSION

OPEGA INVESTIGATION OF OCFS CONTINUES

GUBERNATORIAL EMERGENCY POWERS

The Legislature has taken significant 
steps to help mitigate and further 
prevent Polyfluoroalkyl substances 
(PFAS) from harming Maine people.

LD 1911, “An Act To Prevent the 
Further Contamination of the Soils 
and Waters of the State with So-called 
Forever Chemicals,” bans the spreading 
of sludge or compost with material from 
any commercial, industrial or municipal 
wastewater treatment plant.

For years, farmers were encouraged 
by the government to spread municipal 

sludge on their fields as fertilizer. They 
were told this was safe. However, some 
of the sludge contained harmful PFAS 
chemicals that have now seeped into 
the ground and contaminated the soil. 

Maine’s efforts to address PFAS are 
some of the most aggressive in the 
country, but it is necessary so that this 
problem is quickly addressed. That is 
why we also included funding through 
the supplemental budget for PFAS 
testing and mitigation to determine the 
extent of the problem.

PFAS ADDRESSED BY THE LEGISLATURE

To learn more about 
your State Legislature, 
visit our website at
legislature.maine.gov!
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Help Lines
Maine Suicide and Crisis Lifeline
988 (new), 1-888-568-1112 (Voice) or 711 
Domestic Violence Helpline
1-866-834-HELP (4357)
Child Abuse or Neglect Hotline
1-800-452-1999 (Voice) or 711
Sexual Assault Helpline
1-800-871-7741 (Voice) or 711
Narcotics Anonymous (NA)
1-800-974-0062
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)
1-800-737-6237 
2-1-1 Maine, Inc.
A free, confidential information and referral service that 
connects people of all ages across Maine to local services. 
2-1-1 Maine is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Assistance Programs
Emergency Rental Assistance Program
This program provides rental and utility relief payments 
to help eligible renters. Maine’s Community Action 
Agencies will review applications, check eligibility, and 
process payments. 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
TANF provides cash assistance to families while they 
work toward becoming self-sufficient. Once enrolled in 
TANF you may also be eligible for help receiving job 
training and education.
Food Supplement (also known as SNAP)
SNAP provides a monthly benefit to help low-income 
households purchase nutritious food.
Higher Opportunity for Pathways to Employment 
HOPE is a program helping Mainers pursue training 
and education beyond high school and achieve their 
career plans by addressing barriers to success.
For more info, visit maine.gov/dhhs/programs-services.

STATEWIDE RESOURCES

Each year, millions of dollars are forwarded to the State Treasurer’s Office from 
businesses and organizations that have lost contact with owners of financial assets 
(such as bank accounts, paychecks and store credits). When these financial assets 
are reported to the State Treasurer, they are considered Unclaimed Property and are 
held forever for the rightful owner to claim.
The goal is to reunite these lost assets with their rightful owners. Check out 
www.maineunclaimedproperty.gov to see if you have property to claim.

Unclaimed Property


